Another year is coming to an end, and before we start a fresh new year its time to go down memory lane.

2009- what a year. Fiesta @50, a wonderful conference where around 500 circlers gathered to see what Ladies Circle International can do together, and we had a really great time! A great thanks to LC India for making this such a special event for all of us who traveled there. 

The new LCI board has three new members/boardies and a fresh weblady. I believe we can say we are a good team, which I am really proud to be a part of!

In November we all met for BM2 in Sandvika, Norway. It was really good to have some time together face to face, as we use to sit in front of our computers answering emails, looking at agendas for MTM’s, planning the spring, all in the name of friendship and service. I know I can speak on behalf of us all when I say that we are having a good time.

Memories; finalizing Saris, opening toilet blocks and meeting the girls (and boys) who will benefit of the work ladies all over the world have contributed to. It makes me PROUD to be a circler, and I am PROUD to see that circlers now are working to help other children through our new service project ECPAT.  The money we raise will help lots of children, and I have to say that I am really proud of my LC country Norway. They have already bought more than 1300 pins, and our tablers in Norway have started buying pins and are already up to 120. There are many other ways to raise money for ECPAT, but by wearing the pin you will experience that people ask you what it is for, and you can tell and sell them a pin. Trust me: It works. Let that be your Christmas present to ECPAT, buy a pin. I know that there are many of you who have not got your snowflake pin! Just contact me, and we will get them to you!

You’ll never walk alone. This is true. We feel it every day.  Thank you all for the support we in the LCI board have received. Thank you all for taking care of each other. This autumn we have lost some of our circlers to cancer and  violence. Nothing will bring our sisters back, but we can comfort each other, walk together when we are feeling miserable, and smile together in the memory of the good times we had with them. Walk together with your circlers in good and bad days, it makes our lives easier, as we all know it can be pretty tough from time to time. 

We are happy to have reestablished contact with our circlers in Poland where we felt contact was lost. The focus on existing members is our priority number 1 and will be that for the rest of the year. We are hoping to be able to not close down LC Switzerland and if you know any potential circler there please contact the LCI board. 

In Belgium a conference committee is its outmost to make a great conference for us all in August. Enter 

Thank you all who have hosted us during the year that have passed. Thank you all for gifts we have received through the year. Thank you for sending greetings for our meetings and other occasions. Thank you for invitations we have received. It makes us feel very special and that you walk together with us. All these things together makes all the work worth while. 

I can give you one promise on behalf of the LCI board, we will continue to work hard for you and hope you feel that you’ll never walk alone. 

On behalf of the LCI board, Seetha, Malin, Anne-Mette, Nicole, Johanna and myself I wish you happy holidays and a bright and sparkling new year, just like our snowflakes are.

You’ll never walk alone

Kjersti Irgens

LCI President 2009/2010

